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| larity, and the lake got its first full- now, Mr. Yoder says as we begin our
time advocate. . Tun; and perhaps 4,800 are power-
ee ree ° ~ Advocate and more: “The lake is  boats—about 800 per square mile if
® " my mistress,” he says. t
y His official job is to develop the it almost seems they are on peak
° ° : first management plan for the lake, summer weekends.
. . which may be pushing its limits in =  “Those times, I think we are pretty
. l Spe(:la ‘ areas as diverse as speedboat t;_-affxc close to carrying . capacity ... to
; | apd acid rain. ‘ where the guality of the recreational
‘ ; ) ' - | colors approaching a sizzle, as we| hesays. ,
i a ter e arS leave Mr. Yoder's waterfront apart--  He especially dislikes the Scarabs.’
ment on an early October morning—: There are only a few of them on the
- the all-too-brief Jull between summer : lake so far, but at 29% feet and 500
, has become gun-metal blue as the seem almeost to diminish Deep Creek
Sun Statf Correspondent f lake turns ovg;‘n in bed, its rapidly Lake, and at 60 mph they &mw a
McHenry—Maryland has no natural lakes, but : cooling surface waters sinking, churn- wake that exacerbates already trou-
bere in Garrett county people have made do nicely ing and reoxygenating the bottom blesome shoreline erosion.
Power Corporation created by damming Deep !-- yWe'ré off for a tour of what Swep- the lake “is the biggest mistake they
Creek nearly 60 years ago. o “’son Earle’s mountain haven for fish ever made here,” according to Gor-
No one in 1925 seems to have envisioned Deep ' -and ducks has become over the last don Douglass. He is biased, of course.
Creek Lake as the year-round centerpiece of a re- iy decades. Boat is the only way to He moved here 23 years ago to begin
during the lake’s early years. . - the lake, which gives it an extraordi- sign. )
laThfey :;er? ;too noisy and ‘polllutmg" to hﬁtb ttl:i nary 65 miles of shoreline, and to the m'ghece‘f?ctory near the lake has now
n for the lake as “a special place ... a habi P . . uced mo
?or rrout and a haven for Iv?vgxfd du!::ks." said Swepson fact that less than a mile of the 65 is . e 3,800 of the able
. come a majo i
It was just over 60 feet at its deepest and was | ,_ VZhlleMt?e;x burns off the morn-| g . 456 o ;o%)l;z;;i;%aclo{sag:) fb:lliisé
said to be the biggest manmade lake in the country; . 108 °%' . ‘e(r mo:org;crog thi are the pation’s largest fleet.
and even though the Susquehanna River at flood me or ganca es a pl tf; But for my money the grandest
could fill it in a half-day, 6 square miles of water ge, a dark, cavernous, old, tim-
. : garaged at Dick and Betty Friend’s
- been something. St:fsf)e:sil:t I:oeabcis;‘ :ﬁg‘l:a.ce you might | 1 orina. It is like entering an old barn
Mr. Earle imported canoes and hauled a “Hoop- ' B Perhans that made it the perfect | 204 finding it full of vintage Model T
er Island sailboat” all the way up here to give the erhaps mace It tue pe { Fords.
- locals the first view many had ever had of a sail-  Place for the shadowy group of men '

they all were out there at once, which
- The lake is quiet, except for fall| experience _issignificanﬂy degraded.”
By Tom Horton . . and winter tourist seasons. The water horsepower, these sleek raceboats
with whbat the old Youghiogheny Hydroelectric . lavers. The failure to limit horsepower on
gional tourism economy. Power boats were illegal ; ‘go, owing to the gangliform shape of building his mying Scot sailboat de-
Earle, then the state conservation commissioner. in public access. + litle 19-foot craft, and they have be-
appearing rather suddenly in these hills must ha‘.'e bered dining room overhung with phase of boating history on the lake is
craft who occupied the back dining table , L BEre: stored for the winter, are

] . - "dozens of solid mahogany, classic
Even 30-0dd years ago the lake still looked “so  here for several days in 1953. At the speedboats built by Chr?s Cyraft until

- big, 50 wild” to a boy.of 5 camping with his family ::g of thggeig’ dt‘!-:uey sll‘ispgedtoth: the 1960s. One of them, a 1926, is a
. on its shore, recalls Gary Yoder, a state Depart- —S2-€Xpe B 8 gem of the wooden boatbuilder's

: ment of Natural Resources employee here. gqygmmm__gjgnigs%%e& craft, its graceful, tumblehomed
- “And now I can't believe how small and fragile . m—&g‘g “m hore) stern following curves never attempt-
. and vulnerable it seems,” he says. i Iy led with today's popped-from-the-

. It is only slightly simplistic to say the depart- : mm'——ln . : .+ ‘mold fiberglass.

: hired M ears ago becaus 1975 his family in Frederick "y i

: ﬂ:ﬁ; people ub‘;‘;‘:‘:rhs:t‘;griatlznd soaxggny oaf th£ collected 31‘.25 million in_damages - €y were the dominant craft on
: same people liked Mr. Yoder. As it happened, the from an embarrassed government as - .

_ . the dark goings-on of the CIA agents !
+ DNR got themselves a good deal more than popu at Deep Creek Lodge were acknowl-

edged for the first time. The lodge
now is back to being known mostly
for its fluffy buckwheats and steak-
sized sausage.

There are 5,000 boats on the lake
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